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"My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust" Psalm 91:2 
 

“Our relationship with God and each 
other strengthens us, and helps 
make the world a better place. 

We welcome and include everyone 
into congregational life.” 

OUR VALUES 
 

Faith/Love of God = BELIEVING 
 

Community/Inclusion = BELONGING 
 

Compassion/Compromise = INVITING 
 

    

THIS SUNDAY  
Psalm 133 

NEXT SUNDAY  
Genesis 2:2-3 

Hebrews 4:9-11 
Psalm 23:2-3 

 
 

April 11th - Welcome New Members! 
April 18th - Farewell to Kate 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM Worship Calendar  
 

Sunday Worship 
Weekly at 10:00 AM 

 Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j
/83887699257 

Meeting ID: 838 8769 9257 
 

  Or Join by Phone:  
  647 558 0588 Canada  
647 374 4685 Canada 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83887699257
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83887699257


 
 

 
Keep up to date with our zoom meetings on our website! 

                                           CALENDAR LINK HERE            or click on the photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM YOUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

Great video choice from Paul Seagrave 
and June & John Ball. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jy
nUQjIXxM 

 
Have you found a musical video you 

want to share? 
 

Just send me an email  
 
 
 
 
 

From Ms. 
Zaleski-Cox's 
grade 3 class, 
at St. Brigid's 
RC School in 
Toronto. 
 

https://www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com/calendar
https://www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jynUQjIXxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jynUQjIXxM


 
 
 
 
 
CHANGING OF THE GUARD WHILE REV. KATE IS ON SABBATICAL 
 

Roz MacDonald will be coordinating all of our pastoral care needs, as our newly  
appointed Lay Pastoral Minister. 
 

Joanne Barry will continue as Congregational Visitor, and coordinator of  
The Phone Tree. A special welcome to Lynne Desjardine, who is becoming the 
second Congregational Visitor, supporting Joanne in keeping our most fragile members 
connected to the Body of Christ, and sisters, brothers and kin within the community. 
 

We will be covenanting with these folks Sunday April 11 during worship, as they take up their 
ministries among us. 
 
 

SPEAKING OF SABBATICAL….. 
 
WHAT'S A L'ARCHE?  OK, Rev. Kate is leaving us for her sabbatical, and for a big part of that she 
will be joining L'Arche Antigonish as a live-in assistant. 
 
If you are wondering what that means, you might enjoy following some of these links to films, 
websites or internet pages which help to show something of the global community of which 
L'Arche Antigonish is just a small part. 
 

L'Arche Antigonish video on their Arts program (shows some of the people Kate will be living with): 
https://www.larcheantigonish.ca/hearts-hands/ 
 
L'Arche Antigonish Facebook Page ('like' the page to see updates through the summer): 
https://www.facebook.com/larcheantigonish 
 
Short newscast about L'Arche Atlanta (good introduction to how L'Arche creates communities of 
mutual support between people of varying abilities): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmSz1zAsFe0&ab_channel=TODAY 
 
Short video featuring one core member in L'Arche Kenya (gives an idea of the kind of people who find 
refuge in L'Arche):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL75g7fAJ80&ab_channel=MichaelMcDonald 
 
Series of short videos featuring L'Arche core members and their stories (international): 
https://www.larche.org/en/as-i-am 

 
 
 
 

https://www.larcheantigonish.ca/hearts-hands/
https://www.facebook.com/larcheantigonish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmSz1zAsFe0&ab_channel=TODAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL75g7fAJ80&ab_channel=MichaelMcDonald
https://www.larche.org/en/as-i-am


 
ARE YOU GOOD WITH WORDS? WITH A BIG HEART? And looking for a way to help strengthen 
others?  Look no further!  The Council is searching for someone to organize the Letters of Hope 
Ministry which has been so rewarding during our year of isolation.  As Kate prepares to leave us 
for her sabbatical through the summer, we want this vital ministry to continue.  Responsibilities 
would include soliciting volunteer authors (many people have been happy to offer a reflection, 
and many more might be willing to do so), editing the submissions, forwarding the completed 
document to Janna for publication in Shorelines.  Speak to Charles, Chair of Council or to Rev. 
Kate if you might be interested, or might know of someone we could tap on the shoulder. 

PHONE TREE: In December of 2020, several enthusiastic volunteers joined the Phone Tree 
ministry. They have been reaching out, by telephone, to everyone associated with our church 
community. So many people are grateful for these calls and appreciate the church “checking 
in”. If you have not been receiving any phone call perhaps we do not have your current contact 
information. Many folks have given up their landline and use the cell phone now. If you have 
received no call and would like to receive one, would you please contact Joanne Barry at 226-
456-8134 or email at barryjoannee@gmail.com  

HURON SHORES UNITED CHURCH WOULD LIKE TO BE YOUR CHARITY OF CHOICE.  
‘Celebration Gifts’ contributed to our Operating Account are a wonderful way of honouring 
anniversaries, birthdays, a new grandchild, a graduation, or in memory of someone special. 
Acknowledgements of your gifts will include a card sent to the person or the family being honoured, 
and bulletin listings, if requested. Charitable receipts will be issued to you for your donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE 61 HOUSEHOLDS THAT GIVE MONTHLY THROUGH PAR 
PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) allows Huron Shores United Church to 
budget our monthly expenses wisely. When you sign up for PAR… 
 

• You can designate your monthly donation to Operations, Debt Retirement 

or M&S, or you can split your donation among these categories. 

• You can choose any amount that you wish to donate.  

• Processing fee to HSUC is minimal, roughly 50 cents per month. (slightly 

higher if you use your credit card).  

• You will receive a full tax receipt for your donation.  

• You can cancel, change your monthly amount, or designation at any time. 

• Call Carey Eddy 519-238-8566 and she will guide you through the process 

and do the necessary paperwork. 

PAR is a win/win for everyone! If you are not currently on PAR please consider it. 
 



 

SABBATICAL 2021 
What is a sabbatical?  
A sabbatical (from the word sabbath) is time away from the regular routines of work for rest, 
renewal, and rebirth. The essence of sabbatical is rooted in the biblical practice of the Sabbath 
day described in the creation story. Jesus kept this practice when he took time in his ministry 
for renewal. He often went away to pray and reflect in silence and meditation “on mountain 
tops and by lakesides.” The daily practice of ministry may involve the pressure of many tasks 
compressed into too few hours, leaving little opportunity for reflective, prayerful time. In the 
context of ministry, sabbatical time is for learning through reflection, revitalization, and 
recreation.   
 
Why is the sabbatical happening?  
The United Church of Canada has adopted a policy on Sabbatical Leave, which is incorporated 
into a call or appointment to a pastoral charge. It is applicable to ministry personnel who have 
completed five or more years of service in the pastoral charge. When we hired Kate, we 
contracted with her to support her ministry in this way. 
 
When will this happen?  
Rev. Kate will be away for 4 months. The sabbatical leave will be from May 16-August 21. This 
will mean that her last worship service with us will be April 18, 2021.  Her first service back will 
be August 29, 2021. 
 
It is also recommended that a portion of her leave and/or Continuing Education be added to 
the sabbatical time. Therefore Rev. Kate’s time off will be: 

• April 18 –   last week of work begins 

• April 25-May 1 –  Holiday 

• May 2-15 –   Continuing Education 

• May 16-August 21 - Sabbatical 

• August 22-28 –  Continuing Education/Re-entry 

• August 29 –   first week of work begins 
 
Proposal  
The Council approved the Sabbatical Leave in November of 2018.  The Ministry and Personnel 
Team is overseeing the details, and established a Sabbatical Working Group in February 2019, 
to work directly with Kate and the congregation both before, during and after the leave.  The 
anticipated sabbatical was delayed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In December, 
2020, Council approved the reinstatement of the sabbatical leave, this time for 2021.  Council 
has approved the revised goals and plan for the sabbatical.   
 
The members Sabbatical Working Group (SWG) are: Charles MacDonald, Steve Northey, Janice 
Sinker and Rev. Dr. Kate Crawford. 
 
 
 



 
What are the goals for the sabbatical? 
Working with Council, Kate has set the following goals: 

• Rest – One month of unstructured time, divided into two periods, one to precede and 
one to follow the more structured time, allowing for transition out of and back into the 
work routine. 
 

• Learning and Personal Growth – Expanding on our stated goal of Community building, 
and including our commitment to accessibility, Rev. Kate will be spending time working 
with L’Arche Antigonish, a community of support for adults with intellectual and physical 
disabilities, part of the global L’Arche International movement. 

 
What is the plan for the sabbatical? 
Working with the Sabbatical Working Group, a detailed plan has been created, based on Kate’s 
official responsibilities with us.  These include Sunday morning worship, sacraments, pastoral 
care, attendance at meetings, etc.  Council has approved the plan, and Regional Council has 
received a copy.   
 
What will happen during the sabbatical?  

A) Worship – Leadership will be offered by local Licensed Lay Worship Leaders who are 
known to us, Kate Monk and Heather McKechnie, as well as members of the 
congregation.  There is money set aside for this purpose, which came to us through the 
Restorative Care Plan while Rev. Kate was on her recent sick leave. 

 
B) Pastoral Care and Funerals – Emergency Pastoral Care (funerals) will be provided by 
neighbouring clergy. A plan is being developed by Council to employ a designated 
pastoral care provider as well, for visitation, as this is a much appreciated ministry of the 
congregation, and cannot fall entirely to our wonderful volunteer Congregational 
Visitors. 
 

C) Meetings - Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council has appointed The Rev. 
Laurie O’Leary of Exeter United Church as our Pastoral Charge Supervisor for the duration 
of the sabbatical leave.  They will attend Council and meetings of the Board of Trustees.  
 
D) Questions – You may take your concerns during the Sabbatical either to Charles 
MacDonald, the Chair of Council or to The Sabbatical Working Group, Janice Sinker, 
Charles MacDonald, Steve Northey and Rev. Kate (until April 25).  They are the first point 
of contact for questions and concerns. 

 
Transitions  
Leaving: Sunday April 18 during worship there will be a short blessing of the sabbatical leave.  
Returning:  Rev. Kate will be back on August 29. There will be an opportunity to hear from her 
about her experiences of the sabbatical. 
 
 



 
Will we survive?  
Yes!  Many congregations report an unexpected blessing during the Sabbatical Leave, as new 
ways of doing things emerge, and new leadership gifts are offered.  Local churches with 
experience of successful sabbaticals include St. Andrew’s United, in Bayfield; London Road West 
United, in Sarnia; and upcoming at Lakeshore United in Goderich. 
 
When ministry personnel take a sabbatical, communities of faith benefit from the opportunity 
to reflect on their mission and ministry and, experience different gifts of lay leadership. The 
sabbatical offers the community of faith a minister who returns with new energy and clarity 
about the tasks at hand.  
 
What if you have more questions?  
Please speak to a member of the Sabbatical Working Group:  Charles MacDonald, Janice Sinker 
or Steve Northey. 
 
The sabbatical is seen as an opportunity to renew the energy and mission of both the minister 
and the congregation. Thanks to everyone for making this experience possible!! 
If there are any questions concerning Rev Dr Crawford’s Sabbatical contact any member of the 
Sabbatical Working Group, Charles MacDonald 519-854-6803, Janice Sinker 519-238-5436, 
Steve Northey 226-235-8345 or Rev Kate 519-872-0654 (until Apr 22). 
 

 
 
 
 

THE RIGHT RELATIONS NEXT INDIGENOUS BOOK REVIEW on 

Zoom Thursday April 22nd at 10:00 A.M.  

We will be reviewing Thomas King's latest NEW book INDIANS ON 
VACATION. Meet Bird and Mimi in this brilliant new novel from 
one of Canada's foremost authors. Inspired by a handful of old 
postcards, sent by Uncle Leroy nearly a hundred years before, 
Bird and Mimi attempt to trace the journey of Mimi's long-lost 
uncle and the family medicine bundle. This is the unforgettable 
tale of one couple's holiday trip to Prague and beyond where their 
wanderings through the European capitals reveal a complicated 
history. Please join us for lots of laughs on this Zoom meeting. 
 
To join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/81689341264 
Meeting ID: 816 8934 126 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/81689341264


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

For more information and to register click here.  

 

• Virtual Tour of former Mohawk Institute Residential School by the Woodland Cultural 

Centre. Limited to first 40 participants registered for each date. 

o April 13 at 2:00 pm (EDT) 

o April 20 at 7:00 pm (EDT) 

o  

• The United Church of Canada, Residential Schools and TRC 101. An introduction or 

refresher to key events and issues related to The United Church of Canada’s call to 

Right Relations between Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples. 

o April 29 at 10:30 am - 12:00 pm (EDT) 

o May 5 at 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm (EDT) 

  

• KAIROS Virtual Blanket Exercise. This powerful activity has been adapted to offer all the 

learning and impact via Zoom. Limited to first 35 participants registered for each time. 

o May 3 at 9:30 am - 12:00 pm (EDT) 

o May 3 at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm (EDT) 

 

The Honourable Mr. Murray Sinclair is a recently retired member of the Canadian Senate and a 

ground-breaking First Nations lawyer. He was chair of the Indian Residential Schools Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission from 2009 to 2015. The Hon. Mr. Sinclair will be addressing the 

regional councils’ gathering on Friday, May 28 at 1:30 pm. 

  

For more information and to register click here. 

Whether you are new to the work of right relations and Indigenous justice, or are already active 

and involved, you will not want to miss the opportunity to hear the Honourable Mr. Sinclair speak.  

Following these events, watch for a follow-up gathering to develop a plan of action based on what 

we have experienced, heard and learned. 

 

With the Spirit’s help, together we can work to right wrongs, 

and seek a more just society for all. 

  

https://wowrcucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee15470ca4eab124ea964929b&id=22a45d6e03&e=6c318520ed
https://wowrcucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee15470ca4eab124ea964929b&id=1c84f49ec4&e=6c318520ed


 
 

 

         Five Ways You Can Continue Your Financial  

  Support of Huron Shores United Church 

 
 

1. Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR): Contact Carey Eddy 519-238-8566 
 

2. Donate Button at: huronshoresunitedchurch.com/giving 
 

3. Mail In Offering: (cheques only) c/o Carey Eddy, PO Box 306, Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0 
 

4. Drop Off: Use the mail box to the left of the Office Entrance on Queen St. 
 

5. Cheque Pick Up: Call our cheque runner Charles MacDonald 519-854-6803 
 
Thank You so much for your ongoing financial support. We hope and pray that you are all safe  
and that you will join us Sundays at 10 am for our special “Zoom” service. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
April 12th 2021 at 1:30 pm 

Partners in Learning will present our 3rd Zoom session 
 

Presenter: Nancy Winters 
 

Topic: Remembering Don and Rene:   
PIL has sadly lost two very special members - Don Santor and Rene Steiner 

 
We will remember them through family members and friends. 

 
Both gentlemen lived in the Grand Bend community. 

 
Non members wishing to join this session…  

email Mike Ash ( indabush@hay.net ) and you will be sent a link 
 

PIL members will automatically receive the Zoom link. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://huronshoresunitedchurch.com/giving
mailto:indabush@hay.net


 

 

 

 

 
           Huron Shores United Church 

25 Main Street, P.O. Box 61, Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0 * 519-238-2402 
Website: www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com 

 
Council Chair: Charles MacDonald NEW* charles6803@gmail.com  519-854-6803 

Admin. Coordinator: Janna Oud   huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com 519-238-2402 

Music Director: Elva McIntyre NEW*  hsucmusic@gmail.com 519-238-8270 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Julie Ciufo  pciufo@hay.net 519-238-2998 

Minister: Kate Crawford (Rev. Dr.)  huronshoresminister@gmail.com 519-872-0654 

Office Hours are off site ~ If you need anything we are here. 
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