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September 2, 2020 

 

Numbers 

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” 

Psalm 90:12 (NIV Study Bible) 
 

My husband, Ken and I were married 50 years on August 15th.  Fifty years sounds like a long time, 
but it feels much shorter when you get here.  I am 69 1/2 years old.  Ken will be 72 in October.  We 
have three sons, three daughters-in-law, and eight + one grandchildren. The plus one is our oldest 
grandson's girlfriend.  It has occurred to me that we live our lives celebrating numbers. 

Wilma celebrated her 79 1/2 birthday on August 15th as well.  Others from our congregation have 
shared birthdays, anniversaries, births and deaths each Sunday so that we can reminisce, console 
and celebrate together.   

Covid-19 has brought us a whole new group of numbers.  The number of people that can be inside a 
room or building at one time ... how many are allowed outside together ... six feet of social 
distancing ... 1/3 capacity of a church ... how many were on Zoom for our Sunday service?   

There is a whole book in the Bible devoted to and called “Numbers” that presents the account of the 
38 years that Israel wandered in the dessert on their journey from Mt. Sinai to the plains of Moab.   
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It is called Numbers as God ordered an accounting of the people (or census) of the 12 Tribes of Israel 
after which they travelled in well-ordered divisions with God in the middle of the Ark of the Covenant.   

The Bible is full of numbers, some that reoccur frequently such as the numbers 7 and 12 in 
Revelations. 

In Matthew 18:22 – Simon Peter asks Jesus how many times he must forgive a brother who has 
sinned against him. Jesus responds, “I say unto you, not 7 times but 77 times. (NIV Study Bible) 
Peter's forgiveness must be without limit, indicating an abundance of forgiveness. 

When I researched the use of numbers in the Bible, I read that some feel that numbers are a biblical 
means that God uses to speak to his people.  Might this be what inspired our affinity to numbers? 

 
“To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? Saith the Holy One.  Lift up your eyes on high, 
and behold who has created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: ...” Isaiah 40:25-
26) 

 
Here is a short list of my favourite numbers from the King James Version of the Bible: 

 
1. “.. there is none other God but one.” (1 Corinthians 8:4) 

2. “And of every living thing ...two of every sort shall thou bring into the ark...” (Genesis 6:19) 

3. “.. there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word (Jesus), and the Holy 
Ghost: and these three are one” (1John 5:7) 

4. “...I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth...” (Revelations 7:1) 

5. “.. they gathered... and filled twelve baskets with fragments of the five barley loaves...” (St. 
John 6:13) 

6. “Six days shalt thy labour, and do all thy work:” (Exodus 20:9) 

7. “But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work.” 
(Exodus 20:10) 

8. “.. and when eight days were accomplished... his name was called Jesus...” (Luke 2:21) 

9. “.. the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance .. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

10. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:2-17) 

 
A little boy once asked me “What is your number?” 

When Ken and I married 50 years ago our number was 2!   
 
Our family of two has grown and changed in number as we added loved ones through births and 
marriages.  Now it continues to be enhanced with new love.  Today our number is 17!  Ken and I 
hold 15 loved ones inside our frame.  What a blessing we have been given! 
 
What is your number? 

 
Thanks be to God for giving us numbers!  Grace and Peace to all, Ruth Ann 

"Our relationship with God and each other strengthens us, and helps make the world a better place. 
We welcome and include everyone into congregational life." 

 


