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May 7, 2020 
 
“A New Story” 
 

“Pay attention, you older people; everyone in Judah, listen. 
Has anything like this ever happened in your time or the time of your ancestors? 

Tell your children about it; they will tell their children, who in turn will tell the next generation.” 
Joel 1:2-6 

 

Each day a new chapter is added to this unusual and unfolding story of Covid 19 and the global 
pandemic. It’s a story of heroic characters serving on the front lines, intrepid individuals quietly 
effecting change from the sidelines, untold nameless victims and even some nasty villains. It is a 
tragedy with many comedic elements and moments of surprising joy. There are plot twists and 
unexpected drama alongside spontaneous outbursts of astounding creativity. It is an epic, mythic and 
transformative story, and as people of faith, we continue to hope, to pray, that it’s a story with a 
happy ending. 
 
I wonder how the story will be told to future generations. Will it be a tale of suffering and loss, grief 
and sorrow? Will these times be recalled with a rant against authority and lament for infringement of 

personal rights and freedoms? Or will it be recounted as a time of enlightenment and awareness – 
when the whole earth and all her people were invited to pause and ponder? 
 
Will we tell the story using negatively loaded words like ‘lockdown’ and ‘isolation’? Or as a universal 
period of ‘possibility’ and ‘becoming’? Will it be a story of separation and anxiety? Or a story of 
community and compassion? 
 
Circulating on you-tube this week is one beautifully moving account of the story, told in the form of a 
children’s bedtime book called ‘The Great Realization.’  I find it hopeful to see that almost 4 million 

people worldwide have listened to this optimistic version of current events, and perhaps will take it to 
heart. How we tell our stories gives shape and meaning to our experiences. We need look no further 
than our scriptures to find people who learned new ways of turning troubling tales into sacred truths. 
 
As we continue to share in the unknown unfolding of this mythic historical event, I invite you to reflect 
upon the perspective from which you will ultimately be telling the story to future generations.  
 
Together, we have the power to create a new story, as the world itself is created anew. 
 

 
Be well, stay well, 

Elise 
huronshoreswellness@gmail.com 

"Our relationship with God and each other strengthens us, and helps make the world a better place. 
We welcome and include everyone into congregational life." 
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