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During this necessarily quiet period, it might be a 
good time to become acquainted with the ancient 
practice of scripture reading at home.  Many of our 
ancestors would have read the Bible daily - perhaps 
you grew up in a home where this was 
done.  Without making it a burden or a chore, 
centering our day around scripture can open our 
hearts to the whisperings of God's Holy Spirit. In a 
quiet place, at a quiet moment, read the appointed 
scripture slowly, pause to notice when something 
strikes you, something appealing, or puzzling, or 
difficult.  Perhaps read the passage aloud, or make 
notes on it in a journal.  Think about it through the 
day.  Ask:  where is God in this?  Do I sense God 
speaking through this passage to me?  God is 
always speaking - we just need to make time to 
listen! 
 

     Quote of the week 
 

“It always seems 

impossible until  

it’s done” 

 
Unknown 

  

"My help comes from God, the maker of heaven and earth."  Psalm 121:2 

 

    
THIS WEEK John 11:1 - 45 
PALM SUNDAY Matthew 21:1-11 
               
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY WELLNESS Many of us have been learning about technology in leaps and 
bounds – so here’s another opportunity. I have set up a Huron Shores ‘ZOOM’ account which 
will allow participants to join together by computer in a virtual meeting space. We will see 
each other’s faces and hear each other’s voices. What a great way to share and re-connect, 
which I’m proposing we do over coffee twice a week. 
 
So the ‘CABIN FEVER COFFEE CLUB’ (which suddenly has new relevance!)  

will be OPEN this Sunday afternoon at 2:00, and again on Thursdays at 2:00 

 
If you wish to participate, all you need to do is click on or copy and paste this link at the 
appointed time and day: 
For Sundays:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/902898295 
For Thursdays: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/667877608 
 
Which will prompt a question:  “Do you want to allow this page to open zoom.us?”   
Click: Allow 
It may prompt an invitation to: “Download and run Zoom?” which you can also click. 
Hopefully, this brings you to the meeting room I have set up – at which point I will be able to 
give further instructions as to how to participate.  
 
If you are having trouble you may email me at: huronshoreswellness@gmail.com and I will 
forward the link directly. 
 
Shall we give this a try? Who knows if it will work and how many can come, but I’ll look 
forward to seeing folks in front of their computers/tablets Sunday afternoon – don’t forget to 
lug-a-mug! 

Elise 
P.S. And if technology doesn’t work for you, why not still make yourself a coffee and give 
someone a phone call to chat while you sit and sip? 

“Our relationship with God and each 
other strengthens us, and helps 
make the world a better place. 

We welcome and include everyone 
into congregational life.” 

 

OUR VALUES 
 

Faith/Love of God = BELIEVING 
 

Community/Inclusion = BELONGING 
 

Compassion/Compromise = INVITING 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/902898295
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/667877608
mailto:huronshoreswellness@gmail.com


 
 
THE RIBBON The Wednesday Bible Study group continues to meet electronically though this 
time of isolation!  An e-mail thread has been created and named "The Ribbon", as it will be 
the tie that binds those who choose to participate.  If you are interested in being part of 
something old but new, and if you have always wanted to dig into scripture more, send Rev. 
Kate an email and request to be added.  Like any good ribbon, this one has no end... there is 
room for all. 
 
 
CHAIR’S CHALLENGE IS STILL ON “Loonies for Lent” Fundraiser Our Chair of Council, Janice 
Sinker is challenging you to perform random acts of kindness during the season of Lent. 
 
Here are a few examples of things you might consider doing: 
- call or email a friend  
- PRAY for someone  
- pay for the coffee for the person behind you in  
   the drive-through 
- grocery shop for someone and deliver it to their door 
- mail a “thinking of you” card to someone 
- be kind to yourself.  Every time you exercise or go for a  
  walk, put a Loonie in your “Loonie Bottle” 
- pay someone a compliment 
 

The idea is to “pay it forward” whenever possible. 
Be nice!  Be genuine!  Make someone feel special! 

 
There are containers marked “Loonies For Lent” (we can deliver too if you don’t have one).  
Each time you perform an “Act of Kindness”, place a Loonie in your container.  Continue this 

throughout the Lenten season. This challenge is voluntary, of course! The funds collected 
through this initiative will be allocated in two ways: 

 
1.  The WE CAN HELP FUND through the Grand Bend Community Health Center in our Community 

2.  Huron Shores United Church Debt Retirement 
 

 
Let’s put kindness & compassion into  

practice in our community! 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

A NOTE FROM JANICE SINKER, CHAIR OF COUNCIL 
 
The world has changed so much in such a short time.  We are all doing our very best to comply 
with the restrictions placed before us.  Council members have been busy making contact with 
everyone in the Huron Shores United Church family, making sure everyone is doing OK during 
this uncertain time.  Many thanks to our dedicated church leaders for making these contacts 
and keeping everyone connected. 
 
As we face the current heath crisis, it is important to take time to be thankful for all of the 
positive things that we have in our lives, including family, friends, faith, homes, 
communities...the list goes on.  In light of this, I am inviting you to participate in a fun 
project!  I would like all of our pet owners, or those with grand dogs, cats, birds, etc. to send in 
digital photos of their pets.  We will produce a wonderful collage of these photos to publish in 
Shorelines and on our Facebook Page.  You may send one photo or multiple photos!  This is a 
great time to look through your photo collection & have fun choosing your pet’s best pose!!If 
you happen to be in the photo too, that’s OK!!  We will all be able to enjoy the pet gallery 
together. 
 
I know some of you may have lost a beloved pet.  Mary has also offered to create an “In 
Memoriam” section to honour these special friends.  Please feel free to send these photos 
along to her as well. 
 
We will call it:  The Pets of Huron Shores United Church 
Mary McFadden has kindly agreed to receive your photos and put the collage together. 
Please email your photos to Mary by Wednesday, April 1.  
Please send your photos to Mary in jpeg format. marymcfadden58@gmail.com 
 
Wishing you peace, 
 
Janice Sinker  
 
janicewindyhill@gmail.com 
Chair of Council  
Huron Shores United Church 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

LETTERS of LOVE 
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Message to the Congregation of Huron Shores United Church 
 
From Treasurer Bryan Beattie 
 
While we are dealing with the unusual circumstances at this time, there will be people 
wondering about the finances of our church and the impact of not holding Sunday services.     
Be assured that your appointed leaders are reviewing our situation and instituting whatever 
measures are appropriate until we all can get back to normal.  
 
At this time, we are maintaining our staffing and working with alternate forms of activity to 
keep our Church life as alive as possible until we know better what the extent of the shut-
down may be.   We will attempt to stay in touch by internet and other means at our disposal.    
On a video meeting of Church leaders held this week, discussion was conducted to review the 
various options that are available to us, including government assistance programs, United 
Church support and reduction of operating costs wherever practical.     
 
We have applied for deferral of our monthly payment of $1,680 on our mortgage to reduce 
cash outlay. While our building is not being occupied, the heat and hot water have been set 
back to save energy costs. Your full Council will connect shortly via internet to keep the team 
leaders informed of circumstances and to obtain input on their programs and what 
adjustments they have made. We do have some financial reserves that will assist us to meet 
commitments in the short term. 
 
In the interim, in order to maintain the needed level of operating contributions, congregation 
members not currently registered, are requested to consider opting into the PAR program to 
make donations flow electronically, even if only on an interim basis. This can be done by 
contacting Carey Eddy by phone at 519-238-8566 or by email at careeddy@hay.net and she 
will assist you to set up your specific arrangement. She will need your bank account details to 
make the connection. 
 
If there are questions about anything related to the financial situation affecting our church, 
please do not hesitate to contact Bryan Beattie at 519-238-5039.     
 
For other matters contact Council Chair Janice Sinker at 519-238-5436. 
 
Best Regards to All, Stay Safe and Healthy 
 
 
Bryan Beattie 
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MESSAGE FROM KATE 

 
Happy Friday, Friends! 
 
As we prepare for another Sunday without worshipping together in our beloved sanctuary, I 
want to share ways in which Huron Shores United has decided to “gather” online to worship 
God. 

• For Sunday morning worship we are invited to join the Moderator, The Right Reverend 

Richard Bott, who is leading the United Church of Canada in weekly worship until social 

distancing ends.  By joining him we join our whole denomination, coast to coast, and lean 

on the strength of our elected pastoral leader.  Click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=tHvTw_l8cJA&feature=emb_logo  

OR find the same video through the United Church of Canada page, following the links for 
Worship during COVID-19 outbreak. 

• If you have a connection to another church, you might be surprised to find that they are 

hosting worship online – lots of churches are learning how to do that.  You can find a map 

of all United Churches reporting online services here: 

https://edgeucc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/00d5083bcaff4120863

a8badb2d0928a 

• You can join Rev. Kate in The Gathered Community on Monday and Thursday at 11:30 

am for a little scripture reflection and prayer time.  This is live streamed on Facebook, so 

you can join me and everyone else at the same time!  Or after the fact, find the video 

either on our Facebook page OR on the Huron Shores United Church webpage 

(https://www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com) 

And, of course, I hope that you are getting the Kate Letters, if you want them, through Mail 
Chimp.  I have heard that some folks are printing them off to share with neighbors who are 
not on the internet – or reading them over the phone.  Share them widely, with anyone 
you think might appreciate them … the Good News is ours to give away! 
 
Grace to you, and peace, in this strange time.   
Remember, there is no where we can go that God is not with us – even here.  Even now.   
 

     Kate 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=tHvTw_l8cJA&feature=emb_logo
https://edgeucc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/00d5083bcaff4120863a8badb2d0928a
https://edgeucc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/00d5083bcaff4120863a8badb2d0928a
(https:/www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com)


FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 

As I sit here at my desks “working from home” which has been the “normal”  
for me for years, I realized one thing that has changed for me. 

 

The store is closed, which on one hand is not necessarily good for business, but on the other 
hand a bit freeing. I can now go for a walk or bike ride without worrying about having 
someone to look after the store. (And yes, we are doing our best to social distance!) 

  

It makes me think that maybe we should be “Counting Our Blessings” and thinking of the 
positive things that happen in our lives. I had to go “way back in time” for this one but  

I know the majority of you will know it! 
 

Count Your Blessings 
When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings; name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 

 

[Chorus] 
Count your blessings; 

Name them one by one. 
Count your blessings; 

See what God hath done. 
Count your blessings; 

Name them one by one. 
Count your many blessings; 
See what God hath done. 

       Rev. J. Oatman Jr.    Copyright 1897 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Rosalind for finding these gems from cartoonchurch.com 
 



 
SENDING OUT SMOKE SIGNALS 

 
Yesterday the sun was shining bright and it was time to get outside!  

So….my wee family and I set out across the pond to have a small bonfire  

with family (6ft apart) outside…but March?? Hey why not!! 

 
As I began the ritual of building my fire…chopping the kindling, making an A frame out of 

fallen sticks, I didn’t actually realize the importance this fire was about to have. As the smoke 
started to rise, and the identifiable smell of smoke filled the air….it brought me back to real 

life, a cleansing of the soul sort of speak!  
 

I felt like I was back in time, sending out smoke signal to everyone  
before the days of technology. 

WE ARE HERE ~ WE ARE OK ~ JOIN US IN SPIRIT 
 

As you walk outside to clear your head, and you smell that wonderful bonfire smell…. 
THAT’S US ~ I CHEER! 

 
A few good breaths in and I bathed in the SMOKE! (Yah I stunk a bit) 

      But….I am alive – I am warrior! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May you find your inner warrior and send out your own smoke signal! 
                                                      

 Janna – Your Office Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
THANK YOU the WICC administrator has received the $454.00 donated by our World Day of 
Prayer attendees at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church on March 6th. (Thankfully, the COVID-
19 virus was not an issue at that time). To each of you who attended our meetings, took an 
active part in planning and took on a role for the 2020 World Day of Prayer for the Grand Bend 
area! 
 
SAVE THE DATE A Silent and Live Auction is being planned for Saturday, Oct. 16, 2020.  Start 
thinking of what you can donate to this fun and exciting event for our church.  More details to 
follow in the coming weeks .5 
 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN We have put the job description for the Camp Director on the bulletin 
board….however given the circumstances, if anyone is interested and would like a copy I can 
send it via PDF or contact Virginia. Please contact Virginia Scott, Chair of Christian 
Development, if you are interested.  519-238-6071 or virginiascott@hotmail.com. 
 
GROCERY CARDS Everyone needs to eat. Our Grocery Card fundraiser has earned over 
$40,000 for our church over the past 10 years. There are NO costs involved so 100% of our 
earnings go to the church. Thanks for your participation. Let's keep it growing in 2020 and 
encourage others to participate. 
 
ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES – CARING FOR EACH OTHER We are so 
blessed to have many people using our facility throughout the week 
and on Sundays. We ask that we care for one another in this 
way…please leave the two marked accessible parking spaces and 
the five unmarked spaces north of the Queens Avenue entrance for 
people who have Province of Ontario issued Accessible Parking Permits. If you have a permit, 
please ensure it is clearly displayed in the windshield and that the holder of the permit (name 
is on the back) is either the driver or a passenger in the vehicle.  
 
Further, please leave the parking spaces to the south of the marked accessible spaces for 
people who have mobility issues and do not yet have an accessible parking permit.  
Everyone else is encouraged to give thanks for their agility and to skip into our facility  
from a parking spot behind the blue building across Queens Avenue, or on Main Street, which 
has free parking until May. ~ In caring for each other, the Property Management and 
Accessibility Teams. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:virginiascott@hotmail.com


 
BURN THE MORTGAGE!  As with most major construction projects, not all of the money 
required, could be raised at the time of the construction.  We, as a congregation, are no 
different. Ahead of us is a mortgage that we would like to pay off in the next ten years.  Your 
contributions to the building fund have helped us to accomplish this beautiful space.  We are 
hoping now, that you will be able to continue with your donations, but instead, give to the 
‘Burn the Mortgage’ campaign.  To further this initiative, the Fundraising Team is inviting all 
parishioners, who would like to contribute beyond their current financial commitment, to 
contact Deb Gill (519-238-6266) or Sherwood Eddy (519-238-8566) for further information.  
Thank you for your consideration 
 
PAR WHICH STANDS FOR PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE provides you and our church the 
opportunity to budget yearly expenses. Even though many of our congregation are not here in 
Grand Bend 12 months of the year or cannot attend church every week, our expenses are with us 
365 days. By contributing through the monthly PAR program, you graciously support your church 
all year. With PAR you have the choice of designating your offering to the church program you 
choose i.e. Operating, General, M&S, Debt Retirement etc. There are business cards designating 
that you are a PAR donor available to drop in the baskets at the offertory if you wish. Many of you 
may be wondering how to sign up for PAR. Brochures are available at the welcome desks at the 
entrances. It’s a very easy process which allows you to contribute monthly by automatic 
withdrawal from your bank or credit card. On the back of the brochure is the information to 
contact Carey Eddy who will be happy to process your request.  Or you can fill out the forms and 
drop it in the offertory basket. Contact Steve Northey 519-238-850 or snorthey@hay.net 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Huron Shores United Church 

Address:  25 Main Street, P.O. Box 61, Grand Bend  N0M 1T0 * 519-238-2402 
 

Web: www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com 
 

Council Chair: Janice Sinker * janicewindyhill@gmail.com  519-238-5436 

Admin. Coordinator: Janna Oud  * huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com 519-238-2402 

Music Director: Elva McIntyre * elva@grandbendappliances.com 519-238-8270 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Julie Ciufo * pciufo@hay.net 519-238-2998 

Minister: Kate Crawford (Rev. Dr.) * katecrawfordmn@gmail.com 519-872-0654 

Community Wellness Coordinator: Rev. Elise Feltrin * huronshoreswellness@gmail.com  519-524-0544 

Office Hours are temporarily off site ~  If you need anything we are here. 
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