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During this necessarily quiet period, it might be a good time 
to become acquainted with the ancient practice of scripture 
reading at home.  Many of our ancestors would have read 
the Bible daily - perhaps you grew up in a home where this 
was done.  Without making it a burden or a chore, centering 
our day around scripture can open our hearts to the 
whisperings of God's Holy Spirit. In a quiet place, at a quiet 
moment, read the appointed scripture slowly, pause to 
notice when something strikes you, something appealing, or 
puzzling, or difficult.  Perhaps read the passage aloud, or 
make notes on it in a journal.  Think about it through the 
day.  Ask:  where is God in this?  Do I sense God speaking 
through this passage to me?  God is always speaking - we 
just need to make time to listen! 
 

     Quote of the week 
 

“It’s going to be hard, 
but hard does not 
mean impossible” 

 
Unknown 

  

"My help comes from God, the maker of heaven and earth."  Psalm 121:2 

 

    
THIS WEEK John 9:1 - 41 

 NEXT WEEK John 11:1 - 45 
               
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIR’S CHALLENGE IS STILL ON “Loonies for Lent” Fundraiser Our Chair of Council, Janice 
Sinker is challenging you to perform random acts of kindness during the season of Lent. 
 
Here are a few examples of things you might consider doing: 
-call a friend 
-visit someone in hospital or in long term care 
-pay someone a compliment 
-pray for someone 
-gift someone with a prayer shawl 
-bake for someone 
-invite someone for a meal 
-take a walk with a friend 
-pay it forward and buy a coffee for the next person in line at the coffee shop 
 

The idea is to “pay it forward” whenever possible. 
Be nice!  Be genuine!  Make someone feel special! 

 
There are containers marked “Loonies For Lent” (we can deliver too if you don’t have one).  
Each time you perform an “Act of Kindness”, place a Loonie in your container.  Continue this 
throughout the Lenten season.  On Palm Sunday, April 5th, bring your container of Loonies For 
Lent to church. This challenge is voluntary, of course! The funds collected through this 
initiative will be allocated in two ways: 

 
1.  The WE CAN HELP FUND through the Grand Bend Community Health Center in our Community 

2.  Huron Shores United Church Debt Retirement 
 

During Lent, you are invited to share your Acts of Kindness on an easel in the Greenway Chapel. 
Let’s put kindness & compassion into practice in our community! 

 

“Our relationship with God and each 
other strengthens us, and helps 
make the world a better place. 

We welcome and include everyone 
into congregational life.” 

 

OUR VALUES 
 

Faith/Love of God = BELIEVING 
 

Community/Inclusion = BELONGING 
 

Compassion/Compromise = INVITING 
 



 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM JANICE SINKER, CHAIR OF COUNCIL 
 
So many things have happened since last Saturday when we made the decision to close Huron 
Shores United Church for worship services and all other gatherings until further notice!  
 
Thank you to everyone for staying informed about the day- to- day happenings regarding 
COVID-19!  Our Huron Shores United Church community has stepped up to the challenge of 
prevention as have other communities worldwide. 
 
Your Council is meeting via virtual means to continue the business of the church.  We will keep 
everyone informed through Shorelines and email during this uncertain time. 
 
If you have questions, comments, or ideas to share, please feel free to contact Kate, me or 
other Council members.  All of the contact information can be found on our website.  
Wishing you peace and good health! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janice Sinker  
  
janicewindyhill@gmail.com 
Chair of Council - Huron Shores United Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LETTERS of LOVE 



 

WELLNESS PRACTICES 
 
In times such as these it’s easy to be overwhelmed by the flow of dire news in the media, 
overloaded by facebook misinformation and inundated with repeatedly distressing 
conversations and e-mails. This virus is not just affecting people’s physical health. Now, more 
than ever, we need to attend to our emotional, spiritual and psychological health. 
One way to do this, is through the practice of gratitude. This is already being recognized by 
Huron Shores Council who have declared 2020 as The Year of Gratitude! 
How might you establish gratitude as part of your daily routine? 
 
It can start even before you get out of bed in the morning. Lay there as you awake, and look at 
your surroundings; what are you thankful for? It might be simply that you had a decent night’s 
sleep, or that you are in a warm bed. From my bed I can see the birdfeeder in my backyard 
and I give thanks every morning for the clusters of chickadees, colourful cardinals and noisy 
blue jays that swarm it for breakfast.  
 
Standing in the shower, we can spend a moment giving thanks for the clean hot water we 
have at the turn of a tap. 
 
At the breakfast table -pause to close your eyes and inhale the delightful aroma of your coffee 
or tea. Say a prayer of thanks for foreign workers who harvest and process the beans and 
leaves. 
 
Throughout the day, we have so many opportunities to pause, notice, and appreciate. All it 
requires is awareness. Even as I write this, I feel grateful for the opportunity to freely share 
ideas, to remotely connect with others, and to experience a sense of community through 
words. 
 
Focusing on even the small things for which we are grateful, can radically shift our outlook on 
life and how we react to situation and events.  
 
May you too, discover and be grateful for the grace filled moments in your day! 
 
Be well! ~ Elise - your Community Wellness Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
MESSAGE FROM KATE 

 
Congregations across Canada are experimenting with interesting and innovative ways to offer 
worship using electronic media, while we are unable to gather in person.  You might enjoy 
joining some of the churches which are streaming their own worship service online (find the list 
here:  https://edgeucc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/00d5083bcaff412086
3a8badb2d0928a )  
 
We have chosen to recommend that folks at Huron Shores United Church join our United 
Church Moderator, The Right Rev. Richard Bott, as he leads worship weekly every Sunday.  A 
link will be posted on our facebook page as soon as it is made available to us.  We will try to 
send it out by Mail Chimp as well.  At the moment we are waiting on this 
information.  Imagine joining the spiritual leader of our denomination along with 
congregations and individuals across Canada!  This will be the unexpected blessing of this time 
- being isolated is actually bringing us together. 
 
Lastly, thank you for the many delightful comments you have sent me about the Kate Letters 
(and one Elise Letter!).  I am sending them daily to help us all feel connected together.  I 
certainly am feeling that way as I write them.  We may be walking a path we do not know, but 
we are walking it together! Kate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

I think of our church as an amazing family of friends. We will get through all this by helping 
each other. Janice’s ‘Act of Kindness’ campaign could not have come at a better time. 

With ‘Family’ in mind, I have included the words to a ‘Family’ hymn. ~ Elva 
  

VU 556: ‘Would You Bless Our Home & Family’  
 

Would you bless our homes and families, 
Source of life who calls us here; 

in our world of stress and tension 
teach us love that conquers fear. 

Help us learn to love each other 
with a love that constant stays; 

teach us when we face our troubles, 
love’s expressed in many ways. 

When our way is undemanding, 
let us use the time that’s ours 
to delight in simple pleasures, 
sharing joys in gentle hours. 

When our way is anxious walking 
and a heavy path we plod, 

teach us trust in one another 
and in you, our gracious God. 

From the homes in which we’re nurtured 
with the love that shapes us there, 

teach us, God, to claim as family 
every one whose life we share. 

And through all that life may offer, 
may we in your love remain; 

may the love we share in families 
be alive to praise your name. 

Let us reach beyond the boundaries 
of our daily thought and care 

till the family you have chosen 
spills its love out everywhere. 

Help us learn to love each other 
with a love that constant stays; 

teach us when we face our troubles, 
love’s expressed in many ways. 

Words: Walter Farquharson      Music: Ron Klusmeier   1974 



 
                        BEHIND THE SCENES 
 

What a week it has been, and changing daily!! I have been diligently working behind the 
scenes to keep us together, communicating and finding ways to streamline our “new normal”. 

I have always found it easier to convey what I am trying to say through images and colour, 
 as you have come to learn through the weekly Shorelines Newsletter. 

 

ART heals my soul, and maybe it does for you too? Our almost 6 year old daughter is no 
different. She is a beam of light and a creative guru! Aside from my work, we draw and  

create 24-7, no kidding! It’s a great outlet for all ages. 
 

I encourage you to find a piece of paper and a drawing tool, and see what lands on that  
piece of paper. If you feel like sharing your art piece, I would LOVE to see it.   

(hey maybe a new Shorelines section…) 
 

We plan to hit the sidewalks with chalk (when it isn’t raining) and send love to our  
neighbor’s through colourful chalk drawings! May you find your calm in this storm. 

                                                      
 Janna – Your Office Co-ordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Or print this out and colour it ! 

Karlie 2019 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE RIBBON The Wednesday Bible Study group continues to meet electronically though this 
time of isolation!  An e-mail thread has been created and named "The Ribbon", as it will be 
the tie that binds those who choose to participate.  If you are interested in being part of 
something old but new, and if you have always wanted to dig into scripture more, send Rev. 
Kate an email and request to be added.  Like any good ribbon, this one has no end... there is 
room for all. 
 
THANK YOU the WICC administrator has received the $454.00 donated by our World Day of 
Prayer attendees at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church on March 6th. (Thankfully, the COVID-
19 virus was not an issue at that time). To each of you who attended our meetings, took an 
active part in planning and took on a role for the 2020 World Day of Prayer for the Grand Bend 
area! 
 
SAVE THE DATE A Silent and Live Auction is being planned for Saturday, Oct. 16, 2020.  Start 
thinking of what you can donate to this fun and exciting event for our church.  More details to 
follow in the coming weeks .5 
 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN We have put the job description for the Camp Director on the bulletin 
board.  Please contact Virginia Scott, Chair of Christian Development, if you are 
interested.  519-238-6071 or virginiascott@hotmail.com. 
 
GROCERY CARDS Everyone needs to eat. Our Grocery Card fundraiser has earned over 
$40,000 for our church over the past 10 years. There are NO costs involved so 100% of our 
earnings go to the church. Thanks for your participation. Let's keep it growing in 2020 and 
encourage others to participate. 
 
ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES – CARING FOR EACH OTHER We are so 
blessed to have many people using our facility throughout the week 
and on Sundays. We ask that we care for one another in this 
way…please leave the two marked accessible parking spaces and 
the five unmarked spaces north of the Queens Avenue entrance for 
people who have Province of Ontario issued Accessible Parking Permits. If you have a permit, 
please ensure it is clearly displayed in the windshield and that the holder of the permit (name 
is on the back) is either the driver or a passenger in the vehicle.  
 
Further, please leave the parking spaces to the south of the marked accessible spaces for 
people who have mobility issues and do not yet have an accessible parking permit.  
Everyone else is encouraged to give thanks for their agility and to skip into our facility  



from a parking spot behind the blue building across Queens Avenue, or on Main Street, which 
has free parking until May. ~ In caring for each other, the Property Management and 
Accessibility Teams. 
 
BURN THE MORTGAGE!  As with most major construction projects, not all of the money 
required, could be raised at the time of the construction.  We, as a congregation, are no 
different. Ahead of us is a mortgage that we would like to pay off in the next ten years.  Your 
contributions to the building fund have helped us to accomplish this beautiful space.  We are 
hoping now, that you will be able to continue with your donations, but instead, give to the 
‘Burn the Mortgage’ campaign.  To further this initiative, the Fundraising Team is inviting all 
parishioners, who would like to contribute beyond their current financial commitment, to 
contact Deb Gill (519-238-6266) or Sherwood Eddy (519-238-8566) for further information.  
Thank you for your consideration 
 
PAR WHICH STANDS FOR PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE provides you and our church the 
opportunity to budget yearly expenses. Even though many of our congregation are not here in 
Grand Bend 12 months of the year or cannot attend church every week, our expenses are with us 
365 days. By contributing through the monthly PAR program, you graciously support your church 
all year. With PAR you have the choice of designating your offering to the church program you 
choose i.e. Operating, General, M&S, Debt Retirement etc. There are business cards designating 
that you are a PAR donor available to drop in the baskets at the offertory if you wish. Many of you 
may be wondering how to sign up for PAR. Brochures are available at the welcome desks at the 
entrances. It’s a very easy process which allows you to contribute monthly by automatic 
withdrawal from your bank or credit card. On the back of the brochure is the information to 
contact Carey Eddy who will be happy to process your request.  Or you can fill out the forms and 
drop it in the offertory basket. Contact Steve Northey 519-238-850 or snorthey@hay.net 
 
 
 
 

 
Huron Shores United Church 

Address:  25 Main Street, P.O. Box 61, Grand Bend  N0M 1T0 * 519-238-2402 
Web: www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com 

 

Council Chair: Janice Sinker * janicewindyhill@gmail.com  519-238-5436 

Admin. Coordinator: Janna Oud  * huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com 519-238-2402 

Music Director: Elva McIntyre * elva@grandbendappliances.com 519-238-8270 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Julie Ciufo * pciufo@hay.net 519-238-2998 

Minister: Kate Crawford (Rev. Dr.) * katecrawfordmn@gmail.com 519-872-0654 

Community Wellness Coordinator: Rev. Elise Feltrin * huronshoreswellness@gmail.com  519-524-0544 

Office Hours are temporarily off site ~  If you need anything we are here. 


