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September 15, 2021 
 

Hope in Everyday Encounters 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.   
Romans 15:13 

 
One day in early September our neighbour called out to me.  A woman was visiting them, a woman some of you may 
know.  She used to live in the house that we now own, and was hoping to meet us.   
 
When I met Muriel, there was an almost instant familiarity.  She seemed to know a few details about us; that we were 
members of Huron Shores U.C. and that we were active with the church.  She recalled some of our Letters of Hope.  I 
noted that I’d heard details of her own involvement in the church.  Muriel talked about funeral lunches and she 
commented that she had just recently had a lovely phone call with Mary from our church.   
 
Lori and I offered to give Muriel and her traveling team (a niece and her husband) a tour of our remodeled home, 
somewhat concerned that she may not like some of the changes we had made.  She was eager to see the home, didn’t 
seem too bothered by the changes and reminisced about some events that had occurred there.   
 
She inquired about the dining room light that was no longer hanging there.  It was a favourite of hers that she had had 
made.  Cardinals, like the many that frequent our yard, were featured on the light.  Although we had changed out the 
light, we had somehow hung on to it not selling or gifting it, seemingly waiting for the right opportunity to do something 
with it.  That opportunity was Muriel’s visit.   
 
We also made the connection that one of Muriel’s nieces was a sister-in-law to a former neighbour that we lived beside in 
Petrolia for 10 years.  It’s a small world.   
 
This Letter of Hope is just a reflection of an average day in September filled with hopeful moments.  A visit, new friends, 
connections, recollections, returning lost treasures… 
 
Have you thought about your hopes fulfilled today? 
 
We are Abounding in Hope. 
Roger Hyatt 
 
P.S. Please consider sharing your Hope. You can send us a letter for publication or even just a few of your thoughts to our 
email Hyatt.le.rc@gmail.com or via a phone call at 519-897-8315. 

"Our relationship with God and each other strengthens us, and helps make the world a better place. 
We welcome and include everyone into congregational life." 

 


