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24 April, 2020 
 
Grandchildren 
 
“My help comes from God, the maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1 
 
Dear Ones, 
 
I am not yet a grandmother.   I keep dropping hints, but it seems that this matter is not up to me!  
So, I stand at the window of grandparenting and look in longingly.  It sure looks like fun! 
 
I know that many of you are grandparents – and some are even GGs! – Great Grandparents.  I bet 
you are really great. 
 
Some of you have been sharing with me how very hard it is right now not to sweep your 
grandchildren up into your arms and hug them.  To stand 2 meters apart and smile. Or to wave 
through a window with your face shining forth joy, while a little person on the other side tries to jump 
through the glass to get to you.  Hard?  Wow!  Nothing harder. 
 
I want to remind you of what you already know:  that the most precious and enduring gift you can 
give those dear little munchkins… is staying apart from them.  The distance between you is actually 
the only gift they need right now.  And your willingness to give it to them teaches them a huge 
lesson.  That people who love don’t serve their own wants, they serve the ones whom they love.  
That people who care look after not only their family, but also the whole world.  That delaying 
gratification builds strength and character. 
 
Take a lesson from the great oaks which tower over the dunes close to our shore, the black oaks, the 
bur oaks, the red oaks and the white.  They are not damaged when the wind blows, or when the sun 
beats down on them from above.  They are mighty because they have endured.  And their towering 
strength protects the lesser trees, the grandbabies, which grow in the understory. 
 
When it is almost more than you can bear not to grab your grandchildren and bury your nose in their 
sweet, soft skin remember that you are their oak.  You are their towering strength.  By watching you 
they are learning what love looks like.  And one day, in their turn, they will be oaks for the 
generations which will take shelter beneath them… even the seventh generation. The gift of today will 
last a long, long time. 
 
Just like those oaks. 
 
Grace to you, and peace, 
Kate 
katecrawfordmn@gmail.com 
 
 
 "Our relationship with God and each other strengthens us, and helps make the world a better place. 

We welcome and include everyone into congregational life." 
 


